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North Dakota
… fo r  t h o s e  t h a t  h ave  n o t  v i s i t e d  N D …  Y E T …  

Brag Stats

• #1 Entrepreneurs in the Nation – Univ. of Nebraska

• #1 Entrepreneurship environment – Kauffman

• #1 Best environment for start-up survival – Kauffman

• #1 Growth Performer State Since 2000 - U.S. Chamber

• #1 Quality of life - U.S. News & World Reports  

• 252,000 users on State Gov Network

• 200,000 K-PHD students

EMPOWER  PEOPLE

IMPROVE  LIVES

INSPIRE  SUCCESS

Reinventing 
Government

Main Street 
Initiative

Behavioral Health 
& Addiction

Transforming 
Education

Tribal Engagement
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Why North Dakota?
… w hy  w o u l d  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  a  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r  i n  C y b e r ?
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CITIZENS
Protecting the privacy and security of our citizen’s data is essential
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Technology = Opportunity
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Technology is changing every job, 

industry, organization and government
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1,000,000,000 sensors just in ND

Marching towards the Smart State



The magic of software is driving a digital 
transformation, creating an interconnected 
world with unprecedented opportunities and 
unprecedented threats.  

Cyber Security is absolutely essential to our 
collective future.  We are rising to the 
challenge to create a comprehensive, 
statewide approach to cybersecurity.  We are 
creating a future that meets the needs of 
industry and provides career opportunities 
for our citizens. 

Governor Doug Burgum



How are we getting there?
… h o w  d o  y o u  s h i f t  a n  e n t i re  s t a t e  t o  a  n e w  p o s i t i o n ?
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Build Cyber Mission Control



“K-20W”

Mission Control starts at the top

Codenamed “K-20W”
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Start with Vision

Every  student  
Every  school  
Cyber  educated

Kindergarten through PHD
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Work across the silos
4 0 +  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  c o m e  t o g e t h e r … s o  f a r

Organizations
• Governor’s Office

• Department of Public Instruction

• North Dakota University System

• National Guard

• NICERC

• Palo Alto Networks

• 6+ private industry partners

• 6x K-12 Agencies • 7x Higher Ed Institutions • 9x Cabinet Agencies 



Work
As One

Make A
Difference

Citizen
Focused

Leadership
Everywhere

Growth
Mindset

Empower People   |   Improve Lives   |   Inspire Success
G

R
A

T
IT

U
D

E
C

O
U

R
A

G
E

C
U

R
IO

S
IT

Y
H

U
M

IL
IT

Y

Integrated Standards
C o m p u t e r  a n d  C y b e r  S c i e n c e
B u i l d i n g  t h e  2 1 s t C e n t u r y  Wo r k fo rc e
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Teach the teachers
C y b e r  e d u c a t i o n  fo r  t h e  e d u c a t o rs  a c ro s s  t h e  s t a t e
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Design for the students
C u r r i c u l u m  a n d  d a y  t o  d a y  i n s t r u c t i o n



Work
As One

Make A
Difference

Citizen
Focused

Leadership
Everywhere

Growth
Mindset

Empower People   |   Improve Lives   |   Inspire Success
G

R
A

T
IT

U
D

E
C

O
U

R
A

G
E

C
U

R
IO

S
IT

Y
H

U
M

IL
IT

Y

Overlay

G
R

A
T

IT
U

D
E

C
O

U
R

A
G

E
G

R
A

T
IT

U
D

E

C
U

R
IO

S
IT

Y

C
O

U
R

A
G

E
G

R
A

T
IT

U
D

E

H
U

M
IL

IT
Y

C
U

R
IO

S
IT

Y

C
O

U
R

A
G

E
G

R
A

T
IT

U
D

E Operational Security
Defending schools  day to day
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"Creativity is thinking up new things. 
Innovation is doing new things."

Theodore Levitt

Outcomes
Building the 21 st Century Workforce
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What’s Next?
We aren’t  stopping  here…
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Far and away the best prize that life offers is 
the chance to work hard at work worth doing.
Teddy Roosevelt
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Questions?



Contact Information

Shawn Riley
State Chief Information Officer

State of North Dakota

Information Technology Department
701-328-1001 | sriley@nd.gov

Eric Sweden MSIH MBA CGCIO™

Program Director, Enterprise 

Architecture & Governance

National Association of State Chief 

Information Officers (NASCIO)

859.514.9189 | 
esweden@nascio.org

mailto:sriley@nd.gov
mailto:esweden@AMRms.com



